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- ESSJAI'S -

Essj ais C@~fij~~@~ f@@@ 
Wednesday night 
Free glass qf wine 
with evety }1dulJs 

mam course 

Thursday night our 
Famous seafood 

platter for 2 
( calamari, scaJlops, 
oysters, scampi, fish 

etc,.) ·· · 

Normally $80 
Thursday only $60 

Children's menu 
available 

118 Main Street Romsey 
Ph (03) 5429 6262 

Wed-Fri 6pm-late 
Sat 9am-2pm / 6pm-late 

~@~~~@;;i3f ~~~~~@ 
~~ W~OO@® 

Fresh Seafood 
Will You Choose to relay? 

Saturday / Sunday 
AU daybre3kfast 

Try our famous 
counKY pre~kfast 

New menu 
inchiding . 

_ Pasta, steaks and 
parmaS; 

Quality food at 
unbelievably great 

pnces 

Friendly table 
service 

The voluntary committee of the 2005 Lancefield/Macedon Ranges RELAY FOR LIFE welcomes all who would like to 
participate or form a team for this remarkable community fund raising event. 
The 2005 relay for life will be held at the magnificent Lancefield Park commencing at 3.00 pm on Saturday March 
12th until 10.00 am Sunday March 13th. All who take part are guaranteed a memorable experience. 
Whether you choose to be the member of your team to walk, jog or run in the wee hours of the morning, or whether 
you choose daylight hours to pass the team baton on, your involvement will be deeply appreciated. It is suggested 
that each team member raises $100 prior to the event. All funds raised go directly to The Cancer Council of Victoria's 
research, education and support programs. 
The event is a celebration of life and survival in a positive way, making a difference, whilst remembering those who 
have been lost. The survivors' "Lap of Honour" starts the event at nightfall the poignancy and beauty of the Candle­
light Ceremony is designed to remind folk of the reasons behind the event. 
As in the hugely successful events of 2003 and 2004, the 2005 Relay for Life overnighter at Lancefield Park will have 
a party-like atmosphere created with plenty of music, bands, local celebrities and other entertainment. Camping ar­
rangements have been upgraded to provide quiet areas for sleeping and the hardworking Lancefield/Romsey Rotari­
ans are gearing up to provide all participants a "Gold Coin" 3 course evening meal and a free Sunday morning break­
fast 
Relay for Life is open to all members of the community-young and old , the athletic and the less active: the only re-
c ment is that your team baton is kept moving for the entire 19 hours. 
vv~ urge you to register as soon as possible by contacting Judy O'Grady on 5429 1587, Robyn Stevens on 5423 
7317 or the Cancer Council Victoria 's Supporter's Hotline on 1300 65 65 85 orwww.relayforlife.com.au 
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Copy and collating dates for the Rag 2005: 

EDITION CLOSING DATE FOR COPY COLLATING DATE 

March 2005 Friday February 18th Thursday February 24th 

April 2005 Friday March 18th Thursday March 24th 

May 2005 Friday April 22nd Thursday April 28th 

June 2005 Friday May 20th Thursday May 26th 

July 2005 Friday June 17th Thursday June 23rd 

August 2005 Friday July 22nd Thursday July 28th 

September 2005 Friday August 19th Thursday August 25th 

October 2005 Friday September 23rd Thursday September ?Qth 

November 2005 Friday October 21st Thursday October 27th 

December 2005 Friday November 18th Thursday November 24th 

Local Response to Tsunami Disaster 
Macedon Ranges Mayor John Connor has expressed his deep sorrow at the 
enormous loss resulting from the tsunami disaster last month. He said council­
lors, council staff and people from local communities join the world community 
in extending their condolences to those affected. 

"This disaster has caused devastation beyond our comprehension. That the 
tragedy has happened at a time when our thoughts are particularly with family 
and friends makes this all the more heart-wrenching," he said. 

To raise money for the tsunami disaster relief effort, Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council and local community representatives are organising a benefit concert, 
to be held 2pm-5pm on Sunday 30 January 2005 at Kyneton Town Hall. 
Council's Community Development Manager, Angie Laussel said cor' .. ""(Jed 
performers include Debra Byrne, Broderick Smith, Rob Smithies and 10-
piece brass ensemble from the Victorian State Orchestra, Bob Bright, musi­
cians from the Melbourne Highlands Pipe Band, the Bobsydie bush band, with 
Marty Field as compere. 

"We will also hold a charity auction, with all proceeds from the day going to the 
relief effort," she said. 
Ms Laussel said she was particularly interested in hearing from local busi­
nesses that are able to donate valuable goods, services, a hospitality pack­
age - anything that might raise funds through auction. Angie may be contacted 
by phoning 5427 8249. "In the meantime, we would encourage those affected 
by the disaster to contact the Department of Human Services' Tsunami Hotline 
on 1800 057 111 for support," she said. 

Throughout January condolence books are located at each Council Service 
Centre, in which the people of Macedon Ranges can inscribe individual mes­
sages of condolence and solidarity. 

To book tickets to the benefit concert, telephone Cultural Services Officer, An­
drea on 1300 88 88 02. 

For information about other ways our local community can assist thr 'jef ef-
fort visit Council's website at www.macedon-ranges.vic.gov.au ...../ 
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ROMSEY MECHANICS 
HALL CENTENARY 

The current ROMSEY ME­
CHANICS HALL turns 100 in 
March, as the first function 
was a Dance held on 10th 
March, 1905. The current 
building replaced a previous 
one damaged by fire, in July 
1904. 

The Hall has been the social 
hub of Ramsey over the past ' 
century with the majority of 
town entertainment held there 
including concerts, dances, 
movies, weddings, birthdays, 
meetings etc. A Library oper­
ated until the 1970's. 

In order to celebrate this very 
important milestone, in the life 
of the town, a Dinner Dance 
will be held on Friday 11th I 

March. See advertisement on I 

page 12 in the Rag. 

Update Newsletter 

Macedon Ranges Shire Coun­
cil's Update newsletter 
(February 2005 issue) will be 
distributed throughout the Shire 
between 1-4 February. If you 
don't' receive a copy with your 
mail , please telephone 5422 
0302. 

To the Editor 

Dear Sir, 
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********************************************* 
* * I Suzanne's Totally Natural I 
I Beaufy Therapy and Nail Studio. i 
* * ! Suite 2/110 Main st Romsey. (Behind Kootek Real Estate.) ! 
* * ! Est. 16 years Romsey ! 
: Sweet 1 trn 11irtfu£ay Spec' Is! : 
* * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * . * * 10 sessions $80 ~- , * 
* * * ---= * *L---i * 
* * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * axW1 * * FREE Eyelash Tint L or * 
! With Full Set Of ,c...--- , , r---...::.! 
! L-_-,French Acrylics! ,__.....,. · ! 
* * * * * * * * * * * Available also: * ! WAXING XXX BRAZILLIAN MANICURE MAKE UP TINTING ! 
* * ! PHONE SUZANNE ON 5429 5176 FOR AN APPOINTMENT. ! 
* * * * ********************************************* 

Through your pages I would like to give a 'Thumbs Up' to the ladies of the lovely old Ramsey Church , for going to so 
much trouble on the occasion of my sister Judy Smith 's funeral service, which was held there on December 30th . 

They provided a real 'country style' repast and cuppa in the hall after the service, which was so ably conducted by 
the Rev. Alan Williams - thankyou ladies, and thank you Alan on behalf of my family and myself. 
It was a welcoming sight for us, we had all travelled some distances, as far apart as the Mornington Peninsula, 
Forbes (NSW), Warburton, Warrandyte and Elsternwick. 
The beautiful flower arrangements, both in the church and the hall were also very much admired. 
Judy and her friend Marjorie Wreford enjoyed their life lived in Ramsey over many years, making valued friends 
along the way. 
A big thank-you also to the Ramsey RSL boys, whose contribution at the internment at Lancefield gave Judy a fare­
well of which she would have been proud and her family and friends a day, to remember a life lived to the full. 
Sincerely, Patricia Nance-Kivell 
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School Awards 

Establi:$h~ 1 

On the evening of the last Thursday of term 4 we held our annual Year 6 graduation. 
This is always a special evening as our senior students farewell the primary school that 
has nurtured their learning for the past seven years. Our year 6 graduation commenced 
with a special dinner held at school for the students and their teachers. This was fol­
lowed by the formal part of the program with parents and extended family in the school 
gym. All our year 6 students were presented to the large group of parents and special 
visitors. The students then entertained us with dance routines, all choreographed by the 

1865 students themselves. Students were presented with graduation certificates and a school 
TOGETHER WE LEARN AND GROW key ring a~ a memento ~f their time at Ro_msey Primary Sc~ool. Additionally our Year 6 

Peer Mediators and Junior School Councillors were recognised, as were our school cap­
tains Stephanie Barnes and Jake East. Stephanie and Jake reflected on the leadership opportunity offered to them in 
this role within the school and on the rewards and personal growth they experienced in fulfilling this position through­
out 2004. 

Special awards were presented to students in special recognition for their achievements at school. 
These were: 
Principal's Award- Matthew Shaw and Angela John- In recognition of outstanding achievement and positive contribu­
tion throughout their years at Ramsey Primary School 
Rotary Award- Ebony Whiting- For outstanding consistent effort and a positive attitude to her schoolwork 
Performing Arts Award- Jake Wilson & Stephanie Barnes- In recognition for outstanding achievement in Performir,!:J 
Arts throughout their years at Ramsey Primary School. 
Ron Viney LOTE (Indonesian) Award- Rebecca Mitchell- In recognition for consistent commitment to the study of 
LOTE {Indonesian) at Ramsey Primary School. 
Visual Art Award- Ebony Whiting & Cameron Baker- In recognition of outstanding Visual Art achievement throughout 
their years at Ramsey Primary School. 
CWA Award- Kristie Parks- In recognition of an outstanding improvement in all aspects of her school life. 
Sport Award- Matthew Maslen- In recognition of outstanding achievement in sport throughout his years at Ramsey 
Primary School. 
Student Values Award- Chulee Trail- In recognition of her exemplary ability to consistently demonstrate our school 
values of Caring, Inclusion, Leaming, Happiness and Relationships. The recipient of this award was selected by the 
year 6 students. 
Community Spirit Award (Sponsored by Joanne Duncan MLA)- Cameron Baker- In recognition of his commitment in 
working with others to achieve the best outcome and his consistent efforts in all aspects of school life. 

Ramsey Student - Kyneton Secondary College Dux 
Past Romsey Primary School student Phoebe Smithies achieved outstanding results in her year 12 subjects and was 
awarded the honour as Dux of the college for 2004. Phoebe will be studying music at Melbourne University in 2005. 
Romsey Primary School congratulates Phoebe on this wonderful achievement. 

Start of School 2005 
The new school year started with over sixty-three prep students, and a number of new enrolments at all grade levels. 
Additionally we welcomed a number of new staff members to our school. Troy Woolley will be joining the senior 
school team teaching years 4/5, Nicole Dettmann will join the Junior unit teaching years 1/2, and Pia Frisby will join 
the junior unit teaching year 1. Additionally we welcome Christie Brown who is taking over as business manager. 
For the first two weeks all students will be undertaking a special program to orientate them to their new class groups, 
further develop common understandings of our school values, and work on establishing specific individual learning 
goals . This program has been developed to form part of our on-going commitment to 
more strongly engage students in their own learning, taking greater responsibility for 
the quality of their efforts at school over the year. 

Retirement of Jeni Clampit 
Parents, past students, staff members are reminded that we will be holding a retire­
ment function for Mrs Jeni Clampit, our long serving business manager who is retiring 
at the end of January. This function will be held in the school Performing Arts Centre 
on Thursday 10th February at 4.00pm . Well wishers will be able to make a $5.00 do­
nation at the door towards a gift for Jeni at the door. Please RSVP by Friday 4th Feb­
ruary to Robyn Moore or Christie Brown at the school. 

Barney Healy 
Principal 
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,. "IGLICAN CHURCH, 
.. ,RISH OF LANCEFIELD/ROMSEY 

From the Acting Vicar: 
The tsunami in Asia has certainly triggered a great deal 
of discussion about the meaning or purpose of life and 
the activity of God in these disasters. The basic question 
being, "How could a loving God allow such a thing to hap­
pen?" 

As we look at our world we see a number of different 
ways of classifying disasters. In previous times, disasters 
like tsunamis or earthquakes, mudslides and so on were 
called "acts of God" and frequently this meant that they 
were not covered in the policy. We now call these Natu­
ral Disasters leaving God out of the equation and pre­
sumably not holding him responsible! 

A second form of disaster is that caused by human inter­
vention, like deliberately lit bushfires, or the Iraq war, (or 
any war for that matter!) or child slavery and so on. 

,ese disasters may be sudden and overwhelming or 
.,ay be on-going and long lasting . Some may question 

why God allows these to continue, while others would say 
God asks why we humans allow them to continue. They 
are the result of human greed, jealousy, irrational rage 
and so on. 

The third form I suggest, is that over which we have little 
control but which we do have the means to investigate 
and do something about, like sickness. Tuberculosis was 
a great killer for many years and yet it has been greatly 
reduced by the concerted efforts of committed people. 
A/OS is another great scourge on the human race. Some 
have suggested that this is the result of an immoral life­
style, but when we see whole families wiped out, (and in 
some countries whole villages!) it is obvious that what­
ever was the original cause it has now become a major 
problem for the world . Any form of serious illness is a 
dreadful disaster for the individual or family , and if it 
strikes us we cry out "Why did God do this to us?" 

he question always seems to come back to the involve­
ment of God in human affairs. By asking the question it 

Probus Club Romsey -
Lancefield 
Meetings of the Romsey -
Lancefield Probus Club are 
held on the 4th Thursday of 
each month at St Mary's 
Church Hall, corner Main and 
Barry Streets, Romsey, at 
10.00am. 

Probus is open to all retired and semi-retired people 
to enjoy a great social and friendly atmosphere. 

Contact 
Robert Barry (President) on 5428 5194 
Dorothy Hayes (Secretary) on 5429 1225 

implies that one does believe that God exists, even if it 
also implies that God is pretty nasty to do things like this 
to human beings! 

Christianity asserts that human beings are made in the 
image of God, so there is a great deal to learn about God 
from the way in which people respond to disaster. The 
great outpouring of generous financial support, of practi­
cal sympathy, and human response of horror and shock 
surely also reflect God's attitude to these things. The idea 
that God is like a puppeteer and that we, and our world 
are merely puppets on a string denies human dignity and 
worth . God has made us in his image and has put us in 
this earth to care for it and delight in it. When natural dis­
asters occur we respond with love and generosity and 
attempt to restore the scene of the disaster to its former 
beauty. 

When deliberately caused disasters occur we respond 
with outrage and anger and seek to find the person re­
sponsible or the cause and do something about it to try to 
prevent it happening again. This again is an indication of 
the human spirit's accepting responsibility for the world 
and seeking to make the world more secure. In this way 
we reflect God's attitude to these things. 

And, in the case of illness, we certainly are making great 
progress in working towards ameliorating suffering and 
seeking to find cures and answers. 

So, there are some things over which we can exercise 
some measure of control, and there are some we cannot. 
If we do believe that God is active in the world then we 
must also believe that God is active in us, since we are 
made in his image, and that what we do is a reflection of 
the ways in which God is at work. What did we learn as 
children? "God has no feet but ours to go, God has no 
voice but ours to speak, and no hands but ours to do his 
will." If this is true, then God has been very active in 
these disasters. Human hands have been very active in 
helping in disasters and in seeking ways to end suffering 
from sickness and disease. 

God is definitely at work on his world! 

FREEMASONRY 
RIDDELLS CREEK LODGE 

MEETS AT THE ROMSEY MASONIC CENTRE, 
MAIN STREET 

1ST TUESDAY EVERY MONTH. 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION 
CONTACT RON JACKSON - 5429 6354 

KEN BALDWIN - 5429 6063 

FOR SALE 
Large tropical fish tank has everything $150.00 
Upright Victorian Era cupboard $100.00 
Futon Good Condition $100.00 
Phone: Robyn 0408 296 832. 
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Ripper Reads 
Dragon's Lair- Sharon Kay Penman 
Sharon Penman is perhaps best known for her historical trilogy of the last of the Welsh princes (Here be Dragons, Falls 
the Shadow & The Reckoning - all in our collection and excellent reads) but in recent years has turned her consider­
able knowledge of the Middle Ages to writing medieval mysteries. 
Dragon's Lair re-introduces us to The Queen's Man, Justin de Quincy, who has been sent to discover the truth about 
the disappearance of the Welsh ransom destined for the Queen to assist her with the release of her son, King Richard 
I, from a German dungeon. The complex plot and assortment of characters make for a lively read. If you enjoy this one 
try reading The Queen's Man, that introduces Justin de Quincy, and Cruel as the Grave as your next reads. 

Bypass: the Story of a Road- Michael McGirr 
Michael McGirr has only written one other book, 'The Things you get for Free', but as the old saying goes "it's the qual­
ity not the quantity that matters," and this book was worth waiting for. When he wrote his first book he was a Jesuit 
priest on a trip to Europe with his mother, whereas now he is married and a father as well! You might say he has had a 
bit of a lifestyle change and as this book tells the story of the Hume Highway, which has seen many changes during its 
lifetime, they are probably well suited to each other. Not only does McGirr enlighten the reader as to the road's history 
and characters, but cycles its entire length in order to do so. I particularly liked the story behind the Dog on the Tucker­
box. As his training to undertake this journey appears to have been minimal the word penance springs to mind. A great 
little read about Australia's busiest road. 

Are we there yet? - Alison Lester 
This is a brilliant little book. An excellent introduction to the better known tourist destinations located around Australia 
masquerading as a picture story book. It tells the story of 8 year old Grace's trip around Australia for a whole term with 
her family, as they head clockwise from South Australia to explore such delights as Rottnest Island, Kakadu, the Dain­
tree Rainforest and the Australian Alps. Alison Lester's wonderful cartoon-style illustrations that leap and cavort in vari­
ous sizes across the pages compliment the simple first-person text that is Grace's story. 
Although it was a decade in the making it was worth waiting for. 

Happy reading! 

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
I KERRIE I I MUSIC FESTIVAL i 
n KERRIE HALL n 
j MARCH 19TH j 
j BANDS INCLUDE: j 
D Matt Walker and Ashley Davies R 
j'; The Breakneck Ramblers j'; 
j The Brokenhearted Chainsaw Routine n 
;, The Wayfaring Strangers j'; 
D And more n 
n n 
/3 Tickets $15 per head ;, n n 
D $35 per family D n n 
n n 
D Food and drink available D n n n n 
R Watch this space for more information R n n D next month D 
n n 
l5 Proceeds go to the Kerrie Hall l5 
n n 
j's Contact 5427 0202 j; 
n n n n i n 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnl5 

Tl'-lE 

GATEfIO·IJS·E 
at lRupert~:xvood 

Regarded as the grandest Gatehouse in Austraha (1875), the Gateho,· ··, is 
a great venue for a delicious 

meal all year round 

Tea or coffee 
It doesn't matter if you like your coffee strong, skinny, weak or 

decaffeinated, the team at the Gatehouse 
makes a great coffee and T2 

Breakfast, lunch or afternoon tea 
With plenty of the region's produce and wines featured on the menu, 

there is always something to make your mouth water. Dine al fresco or 
snuggled up in front of the open fires 

Open from Wednesday to Sunday, 9am-5pm 
3 Macedon Street · Sunbury • Victoria · 3429 

Phone (03) 97 40 4099 
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Tragedy Hits Eyre Peninsula 
1 he high loss of life in the South Australian fires has highlighted to need to have fire prevention 
and protection measures in place 
Until a Coroners Inquest has determined the circumstances surrounding the fatalities we can 
only speculate. With that in mind it would appear that all but two deaths were in cars where the 
occupants may have been fleeing the fire. 
It does highlight the dangers of being caught on the roads in thick smoke, exposed to radiant 
heat. 

:« 
CFA 

The tragedy in South Australia is all the more poignant when the house from which one group left remained un~ 
touched. 
CFA has for a number of years now urged residents to adopt Fire Plans that include whether to leave early or to stay 
and actively protect the property. · · 
Actively defending the property implies that you have undertaken measures to: 

• Reduce the fuel load around the house 

• That you have fire-fighting equipment in good working order (this may be as simple as having a new handle in 
the mop) 
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• That you have proper clothing . Again there was television footage of approaching fires where the standard attire 
was shorts and thongs. 

• Keep yourself well hydrated. 

Information can be obtained from: 
Brigade Admin Officer-5429 6951 
Region 14 Community Safety-8746 1400 
Victoria Bushfire Information Line-1800 240 667 

CR. HENRY BLEECK REPORTS .. 

COUNCIL EFFORT IS GOING TO WASTE 

There's good news this month for the residents of Ramsey and surrounding areas, with the local waste transfer station 
finally coming to fruition. I pushed strongly for this facility at the by-election last year, and am pleased that we're getting 
the results we wanted. Allied to this is further good news on the pending closure of the Lancefield tip, and I understand 
the area will be rehabilitated as part of the golf course. The transfer station, on the outskirts of the town, will enable us all 
to better play our part in looking after the environment and recycling materials. Officially known as a refuse transfer sta­
tion and materials recycling facility, it's being constructed at Johnson Crt, off Portingales Lane in an Industrial 3 Zone. A 
planning permit has been granted, and the plans and specifications are being drawn up now. I expect the work will go to 
tender late in February, with construction to start in April or May. 

The project will have a number of benefits for the area, including the sealing of Portingales Lane from Ramsey Rd to 
Johnson Crt. The Council has noted concerns from some residents about other roads being used to access the facil ity, 
and we are taking them into account. An environmental management plan will be part of the operation to ensure a mini­
mal impact on the surrounding area. After the sorting, rubbish will be transferred to the Sunbury tip and the recycled ma­
terials will be sent off to processors. 

2005 Australian Masters Road Cycling Championships 
More good news for our community is the staging of the Australian Masters road cycling championships in and around 
Lancefield from March 20 to 22. This will ensure that Lancefield is the focus of the cycling world for this event, with 
around 150 riders coming from as far afield as Darwin to compete on our roads from the Sunday to the Tuesday. Racing 
on the Sunday will consist of criteriums around the main shopping area of Lancefield, while individual time trials will be 
held on the Monday, using an out-and-back course on the Three Chain Rd. Road races will be held on the Tuesday on a 
circuit comprising Three Chain Rd, Dons Rd to Newham, Rochford Rd and McMasters Lane. 

Cr Henry Bleeck. 
Mount William Ward. 
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macedon ranges leisure 

Romsey Recreation Centre 

Ramsey Mixed Squash Compe-ti-tion 
Grading/Social Nights 

1 oth , 17th & 24th January 2005 from 7.30pm 
Season commencing 31st January 7pm onwards 

Fees $40 per player for 13 week season 
Social drinks and nibbles will follow games throughout season. 

Under 12 Baske-tball Compe-ti-tion 
Season commencing February 

5.00pm - 6.30pm 
Tuesday nights 

Open Men's Baske-tball Compe-ti-tion 
Season commencing February 

8 .00pm onwards 
Tuesday nights 

Open Men's Volleyball Compe-ti-tion 
Four ( 4) a side with shorten courts 

Season commencing February 
7.45pm onwards 

Wednesday nights 

Under 18 l:ndoor Soccer Compe-ti-tion 
Five (5) a side 

Season commencing February 
4.30pm - 5pm onwards 

Friday nights 

Feel free to register teams or names to be placed in a team. 
For further information and to register 

contact the Ramsey Recreation Centre on 5429 5637. 

9 
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FOUNTAINS AND ROSE GARDENS .. 
A big thank you to those who supported these two projects. There have been many favourable comments about tne 
Rose Garden with the lovely blooms that surfaced from early November and lasted to the end of January. An infor­
mal ceremony took place on Remembrance Day with the happy coincidence that the R.S.L. dedicated two new 
plaques on the War memorial at the same time that the roses were in full flush . 
The Rose Garden account has a small credit ($186.30) which will be sufficient to purchase a few additional plants in 
winter to fill those spots which have 'gone missing'. The garden seats are well utilised, and we will soon see blue­
stone edging around each rose bed, compliments of the Shire. 
Those who generously donated towards the Fountain will see that their contributions were acknowledged in Peter 
Mitchell's splendid book "Ramsey - A Garden of Eden', 
Pages 41 -43 and 203. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Shire Parks and Garden 's Peter Jones and 
his staff who continue to maintain the fountain garden even though we are unable to have the fountain in operation 
due to water restrictions. 
A very happy 2005 to all. .. 

POKIES 

The Gaming Regulator decides in April-May whether Ramsey 
Hotel should have 50 poker machines. It will consider a sub­
mission from Macedon Ranges Council which (unlike Mitchell 
Shire) strongly opposes such an application. 

Ramsey Against Pokies has come together from people new 
and old to the town, who go to church and who don't, busi­
ness people, and people who've had experience of pokies. 
We are not against gambling. We believe pokies take huge 
dollars out of a small town, and that this will be bad for local 
businesses, make individual families poorer and create hard­
ship for many families. 

Even the web site for smart gamblers (www.smartgambler. 
com.au) does not recommend pokies, and calls them a 
'menace". 

Victoria has had pokies for a few years. Impartial studies 
show: 

0 One in 5 gamblers gamble with the housekeeping 

0 Eight times more problem gamblers play pokies than 
bet on the TAB 

0 Elderly singles and pensioners are more likely to play 
pokies and have gambling problems, 

0 Gambling does not boost tourism 

0 Gambling leaks more money from local towns than 
other activities 

50 poker machines will take $4 million each 
year from the town. 

Community groups can write to Council , and individuals to the 
Gaming Regulator (PO Box 1988R, Melb 3001) to say what 
they believe the social and economic effects of pokies will be. 
If you want to comment phone Geoff & Pam 5429 5523 Sam 
5429 6196 Kym 5429 5901 Sue 5429 5283 or Alan 5429 
5351 

Five Mile Creek News 
February 2005 

OLD AND NEW 

If you 've come to Ramsey in the last 2 years, ask 
someone what the creek used to be like. If you 
haven't already, make time to walk along the 
path - you can walk for a kilometre from the Main 
Road to Couzens Lane. It's hard to remember that 
in 2002 it was absolutely covered in fallen willows 
and overgrown thistles and blackberries. 

So enjoy the creek- walking, or sitting. 

And if you can , come to a clean up. It's up to two 
hours, and we have a Bbq afterwards, to relax. So 
put it in your diary: 

Sunday February 27th , anytime after 9am. 

Everyone welcome 

Signs at Robb Drive and Drovers' Retreat, saying 
where we will be. Bring rakes, gloves, brushcutter 
etc. Your help is needed. Ring Kerry if you c-- -
help with planting native areas. 

Walkers along the creek - YOU CAN 
HELP ... PICK UP A BRANCH 

After high wind and storms, willow branches fall on 
mowed areas and in the creek. PLEASE HELP -
PICK UP A FALLEN BRANCH - put it on a rubbish 
pile. If it sits there, it blocks the mowers - & grass 
gets longer. Everyone enjoys the trees' shade and 
greenery. 

MOTORBIKE noise is extra loud as the creek 
makes a sound tunnel. The noise wakes shift 
workers. So the signs say 'keep out". if you'd like 
to use the creek - use a mountain bike (people 
power) . If you see a motorbike, take a photo of it. 

Creek people: Sue Kirkegard 5429 523 Trish 
5429 5504 Jay Brooks 5429 61f -
Kerry Stott 5429 6160 Lisa Weston 5429 6440 
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LIBRARY UPDATE - NOVEMBER 2004 
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• Staff employed on the mobile li­
brary staff will be employed at Romsey a n d 
supported by other trained staff. 

New Library Provider Awarded Contract Planning for a new Library and Community Hub in 
In mid September Council called tenders for the provision Romsey 
of library services to the east of the shire as a result of the Macedon Ranges Shire Council has submitted an applica­
Mitchell Shire Council's decision to close their mobile Ii- tion for funding to the Department of Victorian Communi-
brary at the end of October. ties to undertake an extensive community planning and 

feasibility study to plan for a multi function library and 
Council called tenders for either a mobile library service or community facility in Romsey. 
a branch library based in the old council chamber in 
Romsey. Two tenders were submitted, both for the 
branch library option. 

If funded the project will consider the feasibility of develop­
ing a new library combined with other community facilities 
such as a community learning centre, community health 

A panel comprising two council staff, a member of Coun- rooms, playgroup area, and a youth space. A number of 
cil's Library Advisory Committee and a professional librar- local community groups have come together to apply for 
ian had the task of evaluating the two tenders and submit- the funding, including the community house development 
ing their recommendation to Council. On Wednesday 24 committee, Romsey Primary School, a local playgroup, 

November Council resolved to award the three-year con- Cobaw Community Health Centre and the Central Ranges 
tract to manage a branch library to Mitchell Shire Council. Local Learning and Employment Network. 

The contract will commence on 1 December 2004 with The detailed planning work is required to enable Council 
work starting immediately to establish the new library to to then apply to the State Government in 2005 for capital 
ensure it will open in early March 2005. The library will funding to construct the library and the other facilities, as 
operate initially in a temporary space at the Ramsey Shire agreed, with input from the community. 
offices but planning is underway for a bigger and better 
library (see overleaf). Book Purchases Commenced 

Some of the features of the new library service include: 
An order for the first 1,000 books for the new library was 
placed just two weeks ago. The order will ensure that lim­
ited pre-Christmas releases are purchased and ready for 
the shelves when the library opens in March . • Housebound Services Immediately Avail-

able 
A home delivery service for people who are The next order for another 4,000 books will be placed by 
housebound will commence from 1 December. the end of 2004. Council allocated $150,000 in this year's 
This service is open to anyone who is unable to budget to purchase the new stock for the library. 
travel to any of the libraries in the surrounding ar-
eas (Gisborne, Kilmore, Wallan, Broadford, Sun- M.A.R.C. Library Van for Darraweit Guim 
bury, Woodend or Kyneton). If you are interested Darraweit Guim Primary School will be visited by the De­
in receiving this service please contact Sue partment of Education's mobile library (MARC) van com­
McNamara, Library Coordinator, Mitchell Shire on mencing 2005. 
54821322 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Bulk Loans and Visiting Activities to 
Schools and Preschools 

Free Internet access 

The loss of the Mitchell Shire's mobile library will be felt by 
all the schools in the area, however all the other schools 
previously visited by the mobile have access either to a 
school library or the MARC van. Darraweit Guim Primary 
School had been previously unsuccessful in its applica­
tion to have the MARC van visit the school. Macedon 

Storytelling programs weekly and 
activities for Children 

h r Ranges Shire Council wrote to the Department and then 
0 ,day visited the Regional Director during the last few months 

and has been able to secure a commitment that the 
MARC van will visit in 2005. 

Online membership application, loans and 
reservations Renovations of Council Chamber 

Renovation of the former Council Chamber at the Ramsey 
• Day, evening and weekend opening hours Shire Office is about to commence in preparation for the 

library to open in March 2005. An internal wall will be re­
• 5,000 new books plus additional moved to increase the space available, new wiring and 
books supplemented from Mitchell Shire telecommunications installed and new carpet laid. Once 
Council's collection of 70,000. these works are commenced, shelving, a circulation desk 

and other furniture will be installed. 
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Ragamuffins 
Best Friends 

by Jacquie, Kara and Erin 

Rony was one gorgeous horse. His owners had 

taken care of him since he was a foal. Every 

morning his owners took him out to the sea to 

have a trot in the water. He was strong and 

awesome to his owners, though some didn't 

see him this way. 

It was one morning when Rony decided to go 

out on his own. Never before had he gone out 

on his own. He felt wild at last. He felt he 

could do anything. The tide was in. It flooded 

the beach. 

Rony was stuck. He had nowhere to go. He 

was trotting around trying to find a way out. 

No luck. All of a sudden, Rony found himself in 

the middle of the sea. Luckily he could swim. 

Suddenly, a dolphin came happily jumping to­
wards Rony. 

"Hi," the dolphin squealed. "Are you in trou­

ble?" And before Rony could speak, the dol­

phin said, "here, do you want my help?" 

"Yes, please," said Rony. 

The dolphin pulled Rony back to shore. 

When Rony got back home, his owners were so 

pleased to see him, but angry too. The first 

thing he did was eat. 

Rony knew he had a friend and so did the 

dolphin. They became best friends. And from 

that day on, they saw each other everyday un­

til they both died which was on the same day, 
which was really weird. 

Winners of colouring competition: 
1st prize, Debbie, 10. 2nd prize, Mekayla, 6, 3rd 

prize, Tamara, 5. Congratulations to all the win­
ners. All winners have been notified and their 
prizes sent by mail. 

Fancy having your story published? For your 
chance to get your name in print just write a 
story or poem on the topic for the following 
month. A selection of submissions will be 
printed each month. 

The topic for the next issue is 'Chocolate'. Write 
your story etc and leave at either the front office of 
Ramsey Primary School or at Ramsey Post Office. 
All submissions must be received by 1 ih February. 
So, hurry and get those pencils and paper out! 
Thanks and happy writing! 

Friends 

By Shivaun 

One day, me and my dog, Charley went for 

a walk. We saw a parrot come out of no­

where and it sat on my shoulder so I took 

him home. I put him upstairs into my room. 

And I said, "parrot, I will call you Cracker." 

The next morning, Cracker, Charley and I 

started walking downstairs and I said, 

"Come here Charley this instant." 

He stopped and stared at the hole in the 

wall and in that hole there was a disco 

mouse. He was jumping and grooving and 

wooooooshshshsh, all of a sudden he was 

talking to me! 

He said in a squeaky voice, "Do you have 

any cheese?" 

I replied, "What's your name mouse?" 

"Squeaker." 

"Well Squeaker, I will go into the kitchen 

and see if I have any cheese anyway. I am 

Shivaun and this is my dog, Charley, and my 

parrot Cracker. They are good pals. You 

should get to know them a bit better. Any­

way, wi II Kraft cheese do?" 

"Yes, yes!" the mouse replied while stuff-

ing his face in the cheese. 

"Can we be friends?" I asked. 

"Yes, we will," the mouse said to me. 

"Let's go and have some fun," I replied. 
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ROMSEY MECHANICAL SERVICES 
All mechanical repairs Disc Machining 
Farm Machinery Licensed Vehicle Tester 
Gas Tuning Brakes & Fiend Work 
Air Conditioning Servicing 

Rudy Cordina 
No.3 Mitchell Crt. Romsey 

TYRE SERVICES 

Phone 54 296 010 
Fax: 54 296 618 
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To advertise in this space please phone 
5429 5099 and speak to Christie Brown 

~tJ11ts&11 7;1x1 Se~es 

Operating 24 hr ·Service for your <::onvenience 
All Major Credit Cards Taken 

(03) 5429 5823 
Mobile 0412 676 552 

;kitnnu:ra · JJf ~~µting Q!}nllt 
.···· custoMFRAMING 

» Free measure and qllote 
La.n#efi~Jo ba~~a 
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.····1u.•M·VS·E•·······•E•xcAVATlDN •. 
Roms~y 

f $m l'ipTni;k • Bobcat ~ 5 Ton Excavator 
• auarfyMaten~t •RuohiTracks ,1.ah®tHlr~ ·· 
• Driveway$ .. · tsa~ Cuts • la$~rl.evel 
• Landscaping • GeneraJ&ca,vationsf Full¥ Insured· .. 
ftfl 11-♦s Pl: ~rad llif Qll 441743 or 54216819 

ROMSEY BARGAINS 
Caters for dijf erent occasions 

eg., Birthdays; Gifts; General Household; Pets; 
Storage Containers and also for the sweet tooth 

We are open 
Monday $ Tuesday 
Wednesday & Thursday 
Friday 

9.30am - 4.30pm 
9.30am - 5.00pm 
9.30am - 5.30pm 

Saturday 9.30am - 1.30pm 
Corne in and have a browse. 

KILMORE APPLIANCE SERVICE 
"The in-home specialists 
Over 30 years experience. 

Service agent repairs for: 
Fisher-Paykel, Hoover, Simpson, Chef, Vulcan, Kelvinator, 

Westinghouse, Whirlpool and Asko 
Accurate and trustful service to: 

Washers, Dryers, Dishwashers, Cooking appliances, etc. 
Phone: Aldis Girstuns 

Office: 5782 1254 
Mob. 0407 371 332 

❖CarpEsmfry q PJristerfhg +Hathroom$ 4RcofjhCJ 
,1qon¢r~tiqg ,iiililig ·. •#-Painting wMowing >s,ChaitvsaWi1 

+~ar<Jqping *foni;Jng "~ RubpishHemov;:11 wQod 
"No Jot, too Smail" 

Cqnta c;L' 
JJ(Jtititt:v &.· MeitopdNlafl ··fienvvaHans. & ·auih1hrg SerVJces 
PHM£40%? :7~~;;7' {590 . . 

u.g~mSt 

~~· 
~: 54~9 5f~9 

SLASHEZ PTY:. LTD. 

Gross Slashing 
Large Area Mowing 
Lawn .Mowing 

A.B.N. 4l 7(>4 Q5t 1.77 

lroc:;tors & Slashers 
Ootfrorif Mower 
Ride-on Mower 
Brvshcutter-$ 

Iart & Rhonda Wilkins 
1 8 MPln Road, 
Romsey 3434 Vic, 

H 

Phone/Fax: (Q3) 5429 5842 
Mobile: 0407 8(>5 586 

ERITAGE 
ARDSCAPES 

CONCRETING 

MICK BOMBARDIER 
MANAGER 

Phone (03) 5429 1893 
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SHOP 1, 33 MAIN RD, ROMSEY 3434 

* Specialising in all types of 
recover and repair work 

* Free pick-op and delivery 

* All work guaranteed 

PH:(03)54 295 712 
Lot 1, Puk Lane Romsty , 3434 Fu ; (03) 54 2% 320 

To all advertis­
ers in the 
RomseyRag 
Trade 
Directory: 
If you require al­
terations to your 
advertisement 
please provide a 
new business card 
with your new de­
tails. Business 
cards that have 
been scanned in to 
this directory can­
not be altered by 
the compilers of 
this paper. 
Thankyou. 

To all local organisations wishing to hold ;~ 
a stall within the shopping centre 
complex - please telephone 9846 7225 to 
make a booking, as only one stall on any 
one day is allowed 

FROST'S SAWMILL 
Timber & Building Supplies 

Sunbury-Lancefield Road 
Monegeetta 

Suppliers of quality building 
materials to builders and 

handypersons at trade prices. 
*Stumps *Bearers * Joists 
*Flooring *Plates *Studs 

*Windows *Trusses *Roofing 
*Doors *Lining *Oregon 

*Treated Pine Sawn *Treated 
Pine Sleepers *Farm Fence 

*Gates *Paling Fence *Pickets 
*Poly Pipe & Fittings 

*Buildings Hardware *and 
much more! 

BY THE PIECE OR BY THE 
PACK- BUY DIRECT AND 

SAVE!!! 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm 
Sat 8.30am-2.30pm 

Phone(03)54285156 
Fax (03) 5428 5144 

LANCEFIELD -
ROMSEY 

LIONS CLUB 

INC­
Sunday 
Market­

February_ 27th 

Plenty of 
bargains - pottery, 

crafts, plants, 
clothing, home­
made cakes and 
preserves etc. 

If you wish to hire 
a stall or gain fur­
ther information -

contact 
Alan Bailey 

0438 414 245 
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KRAMMER·&. PARTNERS 
ACCOUNTANTS 

Suite 7, 2nd floor, 902 Mt, Alexonder Rood, Essendon, 3040 
Tel:. (03) 9326 02] l (4 lines). Fax: (03) 93700759 

Emart:· kandp@ssc.net.ou 
All correspondence to: 
Box 342, Essendon, 3040 

Also at: 
l06o Main Street, Romsey, 3434, Tel: (03) 5429 5477 Fox:. (03) 5429 6778 

Consulting only: 
2nd Floor, 316 Queen Street, Melbourne, 3000. Tel: (03)9326 021 l 

TREE REMOVAL, 
LOPPING, 

CHIPPING, HEDGE TRIMMING & 
FULL GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

RING LES 
041710 7522 

ROMSEY & SURROUNDING AREAS 

LANCEFIELD HOME & RURAL 
34 High Street, Lancefield 

Ph: 54291 600 a/h 54291 471 
BEDDING 
BASKETS 

FURNITURE 
HEATERS 

AND THERE'S MORE ..... 
AT YOUR LOCAL FAMILY STORE! 

*FREE DELIVERY 
*GOOD PRICES 

Mawtun 9'., W~lwte BA. L.L.B. 

Dip. Family law 
Barrister and Solicitor 

Proprietor of the firm of 
James Kelleher 
75 Main Street 
Romsey, Vic. 3434 

Tel: (03) 54 295 292 
Fax: (03) 54 295 726 

.. · 

··c':~~~· 
LANDSCAPING ... · -St;~~:wans 

-R~taiqjng walls 
.,.pergola$ 

ShaunM •· ·· 

·. :sto-1e edging 
--Jlavlng 

· -~arden design 

.· · Ph: 0428 327 507 

· ROMSEY PLASTER 
The specialists in all facets of Plastering. 

Over 30 years experience. 
Serving Romsey and District for 25 years 

Supply and Fix 
New Homes Patching 
Extensions Maintenance 
Ornamental Cornice and Arches 
Cliff Maggs, 17 Main Street, Romsey. 3434 
Phone: 5429 5931 Mob: 0408 226 072 

THE WOOD BLOKE 
FOR YOUR SPLIT REDGUM FIREWOOD 

$95 A CUBIC METRE 
$180 FOR 2 CUBIC METRES 
$350 FOR 4 CUBIC METRES 

FREE DEIVERY 
PHONE MANNY 

0418 570 249 
AH: 5429 1135 

CENTRAL TREE CARE 

Prc~f~!ssi"onal Tree Sen:ice 
BRADLEY NUTTALL 
Ad~,: Ca:, ofAl'bi:Jticulru-r-.:. 

Travel Tower 
Wood Chipper 
Tree Climbing 
Tip Truck 

18 Palmer Street, 
Romsey, 3434 

Phone: (03) 5429 5549 
Mobile: 0409 023 282 

Ml······J···1·· •· . •.· ··.·. •. . :. '_ ?{ 
Hana;r"ufo ~~rvices 

~ 

f<frall yOm·honie 
!rl$h!lemmee needs 

1388 RornseyRoad 
Rpth$e~VJG .34$4 
MobHe: 0419-527-72$ 
Pho/le, 5427--002:J 
Ernaik .m!b@dcs i.net,,,m 
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St. Mary's Parish - Lancefield & Romsey 
27 Chauncey Street, Lancefield ( 

Cnr. Main Street & Barry Road, Ramsey 
Parish Priest: Fr. George O'Connor Presbytery: 5429 2130 

5429 1582 
5429 1359 

Pastoral Associate: Sr. Frances Guinane Convent: 
School Principal: Sr. Patricia Stone School: 

Parish website: www.users.bigpond.com/stmlancefield 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday: 7.00 p.m . Lancefield 

15\ & 3rd Sunday of the month: 
8.00 a.m. Lancefield and 10.00 a.m. Ramsey 

2nd , 4th & 5th Sunday of the month: 
8.00 a.m. Ramsey and 10.00 a.m. Lancefield 

Reconciliation: 
After weekday Mass or by arrangement. 

Baptisms: 
February, April, June, August, October, December. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults): 
Anyone wishing to know about the Catholic faith is invited 
to contact Sr. Frances on 5429 1582 or 5429 2130. 

Men's Breakfast: 
Once a term, Saturday morning Mass in Lancefield fol­
lowed by a hearty breakfast. 
Tel: 5429 2130 for more information. 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Christian Meditation Group: 
Monday, 8.00 p.m. , St. Mary's Church, Ramsey. Tel: 
5429 5907 for more information. 

SVDP Drop-In: 
First Thursday of each month, 10.30 a.m. to 
4.00 p.m., St. Mary's Church Hall, Ramsey. All welcome 
to come for a game of cards/chat and free lunch. 

Songs of Worship & Praise: 
Third Sunday of each month, 9.30 a.m. (½ an hour before 
10.00 a.m. Mass), St. Mary's Church, Ramsey. 

Spiritual Guidance: 
Last Wednesday of each month at the Presbytery, 27 

C.G.SHED 
CONSTRUCTIONS 

• WE BUILD SHEDS, GARAGES AND 
CARPORTS 

• SITE LEVELLING 
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE 
Ph: 03/5429 6738 / Mob: 0438 290 005 

Chauncey Street, Lancefield . John Stuart, Councillor and 
Guide. Tel: 5429 2130 for more information 

FAREWELL 

Farewell to Sr. Patricia as she leaves St. Mary's Parish 
Primary School , Lancefield to take up pastoral work in a 
parish in Bendigo. Sr. Patricia has been Principal at St. 
Mary's Parish Primary School for the last ten years. We 
wish her well in her future ministry. She will be missed. 

SPECIAL EVENTS : February 

Sacraments In St. Mary's Parish Lancefield/Romsey 
Parents of children wishing to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist 
(Grade 3) or Confirmation (Grade 6) in 2005 are asked to 
contact St. Mary's Parish Secretary on 5429 2130 or 
Cheryl Walker at St. Mary's School on 5429 1359. As the 
program is commencing very early in Term One, you are 
asked to indicate your intentions as soon as possible. 
There is a Sacramental meeting on Thursday, 1ih Feb­
ruary 2005 at 7.00 p.m. in St. Mary's Parish Hall, 
Ramsey. All children are required to attend this meeting 
with their parents, as arrangements for Catechist lessons 
will be made at this time. 

For more information, please contact the Presbyte" ,n 
5429 2130 

Brad Skinner Plumbing 

General Plumbing and Maintenance 
Specializing in Storm Water & Sewer Blockages 

Small Jobs catered for 
Competitive rates 

Discount for Pensioners and Senior Citizens 
24 hour I 7 days a week 

Phone for prompt service 
0409 440 803 

Or 
0411202 927 
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Reportback from 29th November '04 
We Say ... 
• Romsey has grown ... the mix of ages and backgrounds is changing ... let's find out what the 

bigger community wants. 
• Drama art and music groups are missing in Ramsey ... let's see more of that. 
• Activities for young families eg. Little Athletics, are growing. Get involved with the younger 

generation ... find out what they enjoy. 
• Time is precious. 
• Have a chance for people to take part, without having to 'join'. 

• It has to be FUN II 

This is Important ... 
• Communicating with the people living in Ramsey, what we do 
• Having up to date equipment and better infrastructure - sports facilities, neighbourhood house, 

music art & drama 
• Sharing ideas across clubs 
• Getting more funding 
• Promoting clubs 

OUR BIG IDEAS .... AND THE NEXT STEPS 

• A DIRECTORY 
Why? ... So that people will know what is going on in our town 
The Next Steps ... 
Most groups handed in an information sheet. This will be checked, and in January a council 
trainee will help to put the sheets into a directory. EVERYONE NEEDS TO RETURN SHEETS. 
Volunteer needed for art work. CONTACT: Sue on 5429 5283 
Aim: To be ready for February 2005. Printing will be discussed with Council 

• "SOMETHING TO DO" EXPO - of all the community groups in Romsey 
What is it? A Saturday morning near the shops, early in 2005, maybe with the side street closed 
off, having Information stalls, sausage sizzle, face painting 

TENTATIVE DATE: Saturday 19 March 2005 
The Next Steps ... 
CAN YOU HELP??? 
Julie Starec of Lions is setting up a small committee to do this 
(Ring Julie - 0411643407 - to join the committee, OR help on the day, OR with other 
tasks eg preparing a flyer) 

• THE ROMSEY RAG 
We will ask if a list of groups and contacts can be published in the February Rag 

... . The Rag to feature a group some months {depends on the Rag committee and on groups 
putting together the bits of information ) 

. . . Groups writing news (you can get help with writing it up to make it easy to read) 

Lions Julie Starec 0411 643 407 Rotary Diane Powell 5429 5999 
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• Using BULLETIN BOARDS more ... 
. . . restoring the supermarket notice board 

This will be discussed with Council 
.. . Groups to put information on the new one opposite the skate park 

This will be discussed with Council 
... The Five Mile Creek group has a noticeboard to erect at Robb Drive 

• NEW RESIDENTS' PACK ... with a directory of local groups 
This will be discussed with Council 

• A ROMSEY WEB SITE ... 
People look to this to find Info. 
Business Association set it up, but have no funds to administer it 

The Next Steps? 
VOLUNTEER or REASONABLE QUOTE urgently to investigate or undertake: 

1. How to sort this so community information can go there. 
2. The best way to administer it at reasonable cost. 

• STALL AT ROMSEY MARKET 
What would happen? 
An information stall at the market for all groups, staffed by one or two groups. 
The Next Steps .. . 
Lions will discuss early in 2005 if this is feasible. 
If so, it would need 10 or more groups to staff a table on roster once a year. 
RING or WRITE to Lions if your group would do this, and indicate which month you could do. 

OTHER IDEAS - waiting on offers 
• CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
A calendar which lists the important events for each group through the year 
The Next Steps: 
EVERYONE: Remember this in winter, and raise it again to do it for 2006. 

• A ROMSEY SHOPPING BAG 
A calico bag with Romsey stencilled on the outside, with a picture, to promote Ramsey as a town. 

• A ROMSEY BALL 
To mark 100 years of the Mechanics Institute 

• SKILLS BANK 
A register of skills which people could share across community groups eg. help with heavy lifting, 
with editing or computer skills, with layout or art work, making lists or organising rosters. 
The Next Steps ... 
This is a great idea, but how to run? Will ask the neighbourhood house when set up 

• CRISIS HELP 
A list of local volunteers to assist with simple things in personal traumatic unexpected events 

Will mention to Council. 

• GUEST SPEAKERS 
Groups offer to be a guest speaker at other community groups or other events, to share knowledge 
and promote groups. Groups would name the people able to be a speaker. 

• OPEN DAYS 
A group to hold an Open Day, so others can come along and try out the activities. UP TO YOUII 

Lions Julie Starec 0411 643 407 Rotary Diane Powell 5429 5999 
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• Lawns Mowed 
••• Garden Maintenance 
• Rubbish Removal 

The Bargain Box 
Station St. Riddells Creek 5428 6412. 

Happy New Year Everyone. 
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For Sale: 
4 Echo brushcutters, 50cc, very good condition. 
All approx. 1 year old. $600 each. 
Others in need of repair-very cheap. 
Phone Ian 5429 5842 

GROOMING 
ALL BREEDS - REASONABLE RA TES 
PICK UP AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

Pauline: 5429 6918 
Mob. 0419 513 201 

SHERRIE'S SLATE, STONE & TILES 
We have moved to our fantastic new display home 

Ceramic and Colour Consultant, Slate & Stone Speicalist 
As advertised for the last 16 years, we are better than Melb's prices. See 

our great range of ceramic tiles 
For the best quality, service and prices call 5782 2279 or 0419 3p- ~52 

94 Powlett Street, Kilmore- opposite the Rose Garden 

We've been very busy during our Christmas & holiday season. 
The old stock has been cleared from the shop and replenished, but of course by the time you read this a good number 
of you will know because we reopened on January 20th . 
Our business hours remain 1 O - 4pm Thu/Fri and 9 - 1 pm Sat. 

I'm sorry to start the year off with a whinge but I must and this is directed at only one or two people. We have been 
pretty disgusted with some donations during the last few weeks. 

On two sorting days, these are some of the items we have had to handle ... 
old & dirty socks & stockings, old , stained knickers, a dirty bandage, dirty, old slack bra's, stained baby wear, dirty 
clothing straight off the back - and in one bag we found wet and rotten food scraps!!! 
Perhaps the Tsunami in Asia prompted one or two people to donate anything and everything? And perhaps they also 
think any old rubbish is good enough for those with nothing! But let me tell you if I were destitute, I'd rather use news­
paper! 

It is not difficult to sort clothing into appropriate bags, especially items suitable for your own rubbish bin . 
We have no use for broken, dirty toys or torn dirty clothing etc. 
We are disappointed to think we have people in Riddells Creek who have done this . 

I apologise to large number of our regular donors and customers, the considerate, generous people who are our main 
support. Thank you . 
Chris Clark. 

A Carer Called Home 
Many people will be saddened to hear of the death of Anne Burn who died on November 6th after a long illness. Anne 
was well known and respected by families whose children attended the Child Care Centres in Lancefield and then in 
Romsey until 2002. A Mothercraft Nurse, Anne always worked with children and after several years of involvement 
with foster care, she joined the staff at Lancefield's creche for a couple of years. In 1994 when the Romsey Centre 
opened she was asked to go there where she became the Co-ordinator and was also the person in charge of the Ba­
bies' Room. She had excellent communication skills with a wide age range of children and they responded with a 
very real affection. In 1997 (round about) a presentation was made to Anne by the Romsey-Lancefield Rotary Club 
acknowledging her wonderful and dedicated commitment to her work with the children and her support of their fami­
lies. In 2002, due to illness and situations beyond her control , Anne resigned from Romsey Child Care Centre. She 
had great plans to enjoy an "active retirement" and hoped to eventually return to part time work but sadly, this was 
not to be. On 1ih November family members, relatives and friends filled St. Brigid's Church at Gisborne to fare• · '1 

Anne at a very moving and emotional service. She will always be remembered for her ability to laugh and have . 1 

her practical and positive outlook on life, her great sense of loyalty and friendship and the unequivocal love she had 
for her family . 



The Romsey Rag February 2005 

... 
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Regular Sunday Service ,-imes: 
10:0.0om = 7 Mitchell Court, Rornsey 

7:00 pm = Woodend Commun ty Ctntre. 
High .. Street Woodend 

(No evening service 
1st Sl.lnday of each month) 

\1ening Topi 
·•·.,. ... ,. a,r.1:a 
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Kinder Korner 
News from the Romsey Kindergarten Inc. 

Hi there and welcome to Kinder Korner! 
Welcome to Term 1 
The new school year is underway with all groups settling into their 
various groups at the kinder. This year there are three four-year-old 
groups and two three-year-old groups at the kinder. In Unit 1, Jane 
Whelan is teaching Yellow Group (4yo) and Purple & Green Groups 
(3yo). Jane is assisted by Chris Farrell and Catherine Tighe. We 
welcome our new teacher, Liz Keily, to Unit 2. Liz will teach Blue and 
Red Groups (both 4yo) and is assisted by Kay Fulcher and Cath­
erine Tighe. 
While all 4yo groups are full, there are a few vacancies in the 3yo 
program. Anyone who would like further details is welcome to con­
tact our Enrolment Officer, Karen Skehan, on 5429 6243. 
Annual General Meeting coming up 
Many of you will be familiar with the kindergarten, which is located in 
Main Street beside the skate park and in a building which incorpo­
rates the maternal and child health centre. The Romsey kinder is a 
non-profit organisation run by a volunteer committee. We keep the 
kinder operating and manage to pay all of our staff and running 
costs out of kinder fees. The AGM is due to be held on Monday, 
March 14, when all positions on the committee will be declared va­
cant and a new management group formed of kinder parents. It is 
hoped many parents will come along and get involved in the running 
of their local kinder for the benefit of their children and future stu­
dents. 
Change table needed 
The kinder is in need of a baby change table. If anyone in the com­
munity has a table in good condition which they would like to donate 
to us, please drop it into the kinder. 
It's a cool, cool world 
During the summer holidays, new reverse cycle split system air con­
ditioners were installed in the kindergarten by the Shire of Macedon 
Ranges, which owns the building. Thanks to the shire, the kinder 
environment will now be a lot better for the children, teachers and 
parents on hot summer days, so our grateful thanks to the council, 
council staff and contractors who installed the system. 
Fundraising underway 
The kindergarten undertakes fundraising to help improve the kinder­
garten environment and buy outdoor and indoor equipment. This 
year we will continue with our popular Trivia Night, which was not 
only great fun last year but a huge success, raising almost $2000. 
We hope the Romsey/Lancefield community will support us in this 
and other events by attending and/or helping out with donations for 
raffles etc. 
Any businesses or service groups who are able to help can contact 
me on 5429 6583. Any assistance would be most appreciated. 
Enrolments open for 2006 
The kinder is taking enrolments for the 2006 school year. Forms are 
available at the kindergarten. A $5 booking fee and proof of your 
child's age will be required . Please note both of these requirements 
must be met before the enrolment is officially recorded. While you 
can enrol your child for 2006 any time up until September 30, it is 
advisable to register your interest as early as possible to avoid a 
possible waiting list. 
Three-year-olds at Ramsey Kindergarten undertake two sessions a 
week of two hours each and four-year-olds come to the kinder for 
four sessions a week, each of three hours' duration. If you have a 
question about enrolments, contact the kinder on 5429 5294, or our 
enrolment officer, Karen Skehan, on 5429 6243. 
Any questions? 
Anyone who has any questions about the kinder or our activities is 
welcome to contact me on 5429 6583. The Ramsey kinder is a non­
profit organisation run by a volunteer committee. We keep the kinder 
operating and manage to pay all of our staff and running costs out of 
kinder fees, which is always a challenge! 
Until next time, 
LEANNE MANTON 
President, Romsey Kindergarten Committee of Management. 
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ROMSEY LICENSED 
POST OFFICE 

OFFERS THE FOLLOWING 
SERVICES: 

BILL PAYING 
FAX SERVICE 

PHOTOCOPYING 
LAMINATING 

OPTUS PRE-PAID PHONE CARDS 
TELSTRA PHONEAWAY 

TELSTRA PRE-PAID PHONE CARDS 
PASSPORT APPLICATIONS 

OFFICE STATIONERY 
CITILINKDAY PASSESS 

COMPUTER DISKS 
COMMONWEALTH 

NATIONAL& 
GIROPOST BANKING 

Romsey Veterinary Surgerv 
Veterinary Surgeons, Veterinary Physician:, 

& Veterinary Consultants 

03 - 5429-5711 

Veterinary Consulting Hours 
Monday to Sunday 9 - 10.30am 

Monday to Friday 4 - 6 pm 

No Appointments are required during the above 
hours 

for consultation at the surgery. 

Appointments are required for Consulta­
tions outside of the above hours. 

Emergencies will be seen at any time 

Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8.30am - 8pr 
Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 6pm 

Saturday & Sunday 9am - 12.30pm 
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\ Romsey Uniting Church 
25 Pohlman Street 

Minister: Rev Alan Williams 
25 William Street Ph/Fax: 5429 5351 

0408 380 962 Romsey 3434 mobile: 

What's News 

Happy New Year! 

These three words, which appear so ordinary and just 
roll off the tongue at this time of year, seem to be entirely 
inappropriate for 2005. The tsunamis that struck our 
near neighbours on Boxing Day have dominated our 
news and culture since then. Whilst it is certainly a 'New 
Year' , many people would debate that it is 'Happy'. 

The scale of the destruction, the size of the death toll 
and the unfolding human tragedy are almost beyond 
comprehension. As much as we might think we are be­
,..inning to understand, it is probably only by being there 
•-nat we could truly comprehend what has happened. 

1·he aftermath of the tsunamis has brought a mix of emo­
tions for many people. There has been horror at the ap­
palling loss of life and property. Some people have had 
their dreams and memories shattered at the 'paradise 
lost'. In the midst of disbelief and grief, there can also be 
a numbness, overwhelmed at the enormous need and 
constant appeals for help. 

Yet the response to the appeals has brought hope. In 
the midst of tragedy, the human family has rallied to­
gether, supporting one another and overlooking past dis­
agreements. The generosity of those who are relatively 
unaffected has been heartwarming, giving hope for hu­
manity beyond this present situation. 

However, we have also heard stories reflecting the worst 
of human traits, with paedophiles preying on the or­
phaned and homeless. Whilst the size of the tragedy 
may be beyond comprehension , so, too, are the ex­
tremes of human response. 

But on one level, this shouldn't come as a surprise. Hu-

On behalf of the Romsey Uniting Church, I trust that eve­
ryone had a safe and restful summer. 

What's On 

Beginning on Monday, 14 February, a series of six ses­
sions on faith and the church will . They go under the title 

'Belonging' and anyone who is interested in being in­
volved should contact Rev Alan as soon as possible. 

5 Feb 9:00am-noon Pancake stall in Romsey IGA 
car park, raising funds for SHARE Commu­
nity Appeal. Get in early for Pancake Day 
(Tues, 8 Feb)! 

6 Feb 

9 Feb 

9:00am worship and Sunday School, includ­
ing Holy Communion. This is the first Sunday 
School session for 2005. 

8:00am Ash Wednesday reflection at the 
Romsey UC. This is the beginning of the 
church's preparation for Easter. 

1 :30pm UCAF meet at the church hall to be­
gin their year's activities with a Commitment 
Service. There will also be guest speakers 
from the Romsey Ambulance Station - unless 
they've been called out on a job! All wel­
come. 

8:00pm Ash Wednesday reflection is re­
peated at the Lancefield UC. 

13 Feb 9:00am worship and Sunday School. 

20 Feb 9:00am worship and Sunday School. 

• man beings are essentially greedy and self-centred. A 
bold statement, but probably at the heart of most armed 
conflicts throughout history. Think about your own life 
and the decisions you make. Who doesn't do what they 
think is best for themselves and their family? 

27 Feb 9:00am worship and Sunday School. 

5:00pm family worship at Lancefield. This will 
be something a bit different for families to do 
together. Bring and share meal to follow. 

6 Mar 8: 15am breakfast, worship and Holy Com­
munion. This includes our celebration of Har­
vest Thanksgiving. Any donations of non­
perishable food for Broadmeadows Uniting­
Care will be gratefully received . 

The Christmas story is a story about hope. It's about 
God doing something about this human predisposition, 
showing the world a better way of living, a fuller way of 
being, a new humanity. 

The generosity of Australians, and others, towards those 
affected on Boxing Day is also a sign of hope. It may be 
a glimpse of a better way of being. I hope and pray that 
this spirit of solidarity and support may find its way into 
every part of life. 

Rev Alan Williams 

You are most welcome to come along to any of these 
events and share in our life together. 

If you have any questions about the Christian faith or the 
church, please feel free to ask Rev Alan. 

LINE DANCING STARTS AGAIN 
On ih February, 2005, then every Monday morning from 9.30 - 10.30am, in the Mechanics Hall. 

Beginners most welcome. 
Dances are taught slowly so come along and have some fun while keeping fit. 

Enquire to Carol on 5429 5590 
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Ramsey Lancefield Districts Historical Society Inc. 

The Historical Society welcomes visitors or new members at any of 
the following activities: 

General Meetings 
Fourth Tuesday each month, 7.30pm at historic Seymour Cottage, Palmer Street, Ramsey. Some Guest Speakers, 
followed by cuppa and chat. 

Archives & Museum 
Open once a month on first Sunday, 1.30-4.30pm, or by arrangement with Archivist, Mrs. Robyn Miller, Tel. 5429 
5652. This facility is situated in the ex-Court House, Lancefield . 

This year the Historical Society will mark a number of significant anniversaries: 

Romsey Mechanics Institute 
A Dinner Dance on Friday, 11 th March, run by the Mechanics Institute Committee will mark 100 years of the present 
Hall serving the community. Watch for further publicity on this event. 

Anzac Day - 90th Anniversary 

If you are interested in history, we have a wide range of activities in progress, and a friendly group of people towel­
come you . 
Enquiries to Secretary: Jean, 5429 6522. 
Jean Clement. 

Thinking of Selling? 

WANTED 
Your Property For Sale 

Due to Record Sales we 
URGENTLY 

Require new listings. 

Contact the Active + 
Progressive 

REAL ESTATE TEAM 
At 

Mel Leece-Roberts CONNALLY'§. 
0409 537 235 

John Smith 
0408 704 082 

CALL US NOW 

54 296 842 
www.connallys.com.au 

82 Main Street, Romsey, Vic. 3434 
Telephone (03) 5429 6842 

OP SHOP NEWS 
On January 6th our shop had the opportunity to help tsu­
nami relief by sending suitable clothing . With thanks to the 
op shop ladies, they quickly gathered and sorted suitable 
clothing and delivered it to Woodend. Our goods were in­
cluded in a container going from the Step Shop in 
Woodend. 
Our first few week's takings and donations will be sent to 
the tsunami relief fund and also various local charities, one 
being Chaplaincy at Kyneton-Roy Saggers for all his won­
derful work in the area. Another will be Anglicord (Anglican 
International). Support has been requested for this appeal. 

Romsey 
Lancefield 
Senior Citizens Club 
Inc. A003543P 
If you are 55 years of age or over (male or female) 
and would like to join a happy and friendly group of 
people-look no further than the seniors rooms 
situated at the rear of the Mechanics Hall in Main 
Street , Ramsey. 

For a yearly joining fee of $2 you can play carpet 
bowls, cards or just chat. We are there every Mon­
day from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm. There is also a 
coach trip organised on the first Wednesday of 
each month. Transport can be provided and you 
will be made most welcome. 

Ring Rae Hooke (Sec) 
on 5429 1602. 
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, -..Qmsey Lancefield Guides 
. ,elcome to 2005, a new year with a host of events and activities to look forward to and to take part in. 
The Guides are commencing the year's activities on Monday 7th February, when we will be welcoming 
back lots of members and hopefully some new members too. We are continuing to meet at Lancefield 
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~ 
Park, in the cricket club rooms on Monday evenings, and if you are keen to find out about us and see what GUIDES 
we do then feel free to come along, or you can ring a leader prior to coming if you wish . We would love to AUSTRALI A 

make you welcome. ,, , c 1 0 • 1 A 

22nd February is an important day in the Guide calendar and called "Thinking Day". This is the birthday of Lord Baden 
Powell and his wife Lady Baden Powell, the who people who started the Scouting and Guiding movement many years 
ago. It is a day that is celebrated in lots of different ways as Girl Guides and Girl Scouts all over the world focus on the 
true meaning of Guiding and Scouting movements and the ties that exist amongst all the members of the World Asso­
ciation of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. The first World Thinking Day was celebrated in 1927. A world Thinking Day 
Fund was started and the money raised is used to promote Guiding in underprivileged areas and isolated communi­
ties throughout the world to help with leadership training, encourage international exchanges and support projects 
dealing with malnutrition, illiteracy, the disabled and those in need of home care. This year we, are celebrating this day 
with a large region event involving a trip by bus to Kids Town in Shepparton. Here we will link up with our sister Guides 
in the Goulburn Region and share some fun and lunch together whilst we celebrate our special day. 
The Bilby Guides have a new leader this year-Eileen French, better known as "Possum" to the Guides. She will run 
activities for the Bilbies from 4.15-5.15 pm each Monday. There will be craft activities, games to play and things to 

- Jearn about Guiding, including Thinking Day. Ring her for more information if you have a girl who is 5 or 6 years old . 
~ he Platypus Guides will continue to meet from 5.15-6.45 pm and they will start the year with getting-to-know-you 
games so that new members feel welcome. They are planning a "visit to the beach" night during the term, and will 
make a big beach mural out of recycled materials. Ring Rita Vandervalk for more information if you have a daughter 
aged 7 to 1 O years. 
The Wombat Guides meet fro 7.00- 8.45 pm and they will spend their first meeting night planning the activities for 
the term. They would love to have some new girls coming along so if your daughter is aged between 11 and 16 years 
then she would be most welcome. Ring Carolyn Atkinson for more details. 
You can find out more about Guides in Lancefield online at www.lancefield.org.au 
Contact phone numbers are: 
Eileen French 5429 6413 
Rita Vandervalk 5429 1996 
Carolyn Atkinson 5781 0728 

LANCEFIELD GOLF CLUB 

Lancefield Golf Club Inc 
34 Heddie Road, Lancefield 
Correspondence to PO Box 89 Lancefield Vic 3435 
Clubhouse Phone: 5429 1922 Secretary Phone: 

5429 2079 
Email: info@lancefieldgolfclub.com.au; Website: 
www.lancefieldgolfclub.com.au 

Saturday and Sunday Mixed Competition Results 
18 December Multiple Stableford K.Ryan(13),B. 
Brennan(14) 81 pts 
26 December B.Brennan(14) 38; S.Draper(16) 38 
1 January K.Anders(16) 70; R.Mau(10) 70 
2 January G.McDorman(12) 40; C.Simpson(7) 37 
8 January K.Ryan(12) 70; B.Woods(24) 71 
9 January C.Buttler(16) 38; T.Allen(13) 37 
15 January K. Lambert(?) 39; G. Dudderidge(8) 38 

Tuesday Mixed Competition Results (Legends) 
21 December A.Maloney(19) 39; J.Clough(12) 38 
28 December G.Hecker(9) 71 ; G.McDorman(12) 71 
11 January R.Woods(23) 38; S.Draper(16) 36 
18 January B. Morris(9) 42; G. Dudderidge(8) 41 

The course is in good condition following regular rainfall 
over December and January. The dam is full ensuring 
water for the greens and surrounds over summer, unlike 

last summer when the dam was virtually empty. A steady 
flow of green fee players over the holiday period has been 
good for the club. Green Fees are currently $15 for 18 
holes, $10 for 9 holes. A special summer rate of $5 after 
5 pm makes golf at Lancefield very affordable. 

Enquires for memberships, clinics and social group 
bookings to Secretary, Steve Draper 
(5429 2079) or access our website www. 
lancefieldgolfclub.com.au 

Spring into 
Romsey Mowers 

55-57 Main Road, Romsey 
Honda 

Husqvama 
Victa 

Murray 
Aliens 
AMC 
f:'."'-cho 

SupaSwift 
Ongapumps 

Karcher 

Ph.: 

Mowers 
Ptm1ps 

Chainsaws 
Brush cutters 
And More! 

Saks 
& 

Service 

5429 6977 
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Romsey Golf Club 
Ladies Report 
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.······•·tAM·ftoRTH· .... O:N•••;······-po.u .••·R 
••···•••"-tne•··•stars;;··•··~C?;;t.s ..... and' ··stories. troi11• 
Au5;,ralia's· t>ig_gest Country M11sic Fe$tival 

•· ·····•······•·••·•··••.• .. S.fa•rrin~······$q~e•·. of••··COVt)ttJ •.. Mu~id;~•····best• enterta!ners···•··~.~.d .. ··Golden·······~uitar·· 
v,,fnners Jrorn Jqe l:9rm,vorth.• Qoµritry rv{q$ic . F~stiv~!J .. T~,U\iYQrth •. 90 l'p9r 
\"{HI qe. perforfl'ling at the Kyneton Jown Halton Friday t 1 febtuary at 
~:30pm.. · · · •· · . 

... ,,., . 

Tamworth on Tp~r wlU tak~ the .. ~udrence or1 a Journey to TE1mworth 
.·.·• .'illith a theatrical ~xtravaganza .Pf f9ott:ige\ int~r:views., an<:! behinp. th~ 

scenes drama and exciternentfrom the 2005 1:~rnworth <Qountry Music 
Festival. . ·.· . . 

.. ,._ . ·.••.· .. .· 

And ;tong ·for the ade WHI be flv.eofthe country's J3o!denGuit~t winh~rs. 

T~js . specially.craft~crf he~trfc§!l .tourwnf ~~led PY .~~.rnes BJt1p~en·c:~l';. 
of Australia's tno$t !ov~o C◊yntry Mt1sic. ~tformers $nd wn,ner of , .,,1e 
Golden .. Guitars. Joining James. Blundell Wm be Gold$□ Gµitar Witjn~rs 
C~rt¢r~nd. C~rt~r who wo1JJhf: 2004 APRA award fpr most performed 

·· Country work and the interhational!y ecclaitned F.eraf Swing Katz, b¢th 
ic~ms in a rn:u~ic l nctustry that's listen(;)d to by over five milli.on peopl.e 
around Australia. · · · · 

Also . perforroing · wHl b$ Golden $uitafWlnn¢rs felioity Utqllhart WM 
has recently been named Australian lndep¢nqent FemalijVocalist of.the 
Year ancf Di"1.ttna CQrQQt'-1n who won t~~ ~µ$tgtl1an lnq~p~rioe.r1tRistng 
Star Award In 2003 and best newtaientGolden Guit~t in?004. 
Ti.ckets $32,00.ttiH price & $~5 .. QO concession rate • 

. For ail booking details please contact: 
KYNETON tOWN HALL BOOKINGS l.JNE : 1.3po 88 a:a 02 

A few ladies have braved the heat and are back playing after our Christmas break. Wednesday 23rd of February we 
are having a "Bring a Friend" day for ladies to try out golf. If you have ever wanted to have a hit to see if you can hit 
the ball come along and try the game, no clubs needed. Meet us at the clubrooms 9am on the 23/2/05 for a fun morn­
ing of hit and giggle. 

This year again the Ramsey Birdies are entering the Relay for Life at Lancefield and are again looking for support 
with fundraising or sponsorship. 

For more information ring . 
Beryl Cole 
54295411 
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